
 

	
   	
   

	
  
 
 

CMPS	
  7010	
  Research	
  Seminar	
   
3	
  credits 
Fall	
  2019	
  

 
Instructor:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Prof.	
  Zizhan	
  Zheng	
  (zzheng3@tulane.edu)	
  
Class	
  Time	
  &	
  Place:	
  	
  WF	
  4:00-­‐5:15pm,	
  Stanley	
  Thomas	
  302 
 
COURSE	
  OVERVIEW 
This	
  is	
  the	
  Research	
  Seminar	
  course	
  for	
  first-­‐year	
  PhD	
  students	
  in	
  Computer	
  Science	
  at	
  Tulane.	
  The	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  course	
  is	
  to	
  
provide	
  early-­‐stage	
  PhD	
  students	
  some	
  advice	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  conduct	
  research	
  in	
  CS.	
  The	
  class	
  will	
  be	
  discussion-­‐based	
  and	
  
project-­‐oriented	
  and	
  all	
  the	
  students	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  participate	
  actively.	
  Topics	
  include	
  integrity	
  in	
  research,	
  how	
  to	
  read	
  and	
  
present	
  papers,	
  problem	
  formulation	
  and	
  searching	
  for	
  solutions,	
  scientific/mathematical	
  writing,	
  where	
  to	
  obtain	
  data	
  and	
  
how	
  to	
  evaluate	
  your	
  solutions.	
  We	
  will	
  discuss	
  the	
  advice	
  from	
  successful	
  researchers	
  in	
  the	
  field	
  and	
  expectations,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  
essential	
  tools	
  that	
  can	
  help	
  you	
  work	
  more	
  efficiently.	
  
	
  
COURSE	
  WEBPAGE 
http://www.cs.tulane.edu/~zzheng3/teaching/cmps7010/fall19/	
  
The	
  course	
  webpage	
  will	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  post	
  slides,	
  reading	
  materials,	
  and	
  a	
  detailed	
  class	
  schedule.	
  
	
  
PAPER	
  READING	
  AND	
  PRESENTATION	
  	
  
Each	
  student	
  will	
  give	
  two	
  presentations	
  for	
  papers	
  suggested	
  by	
  your	
  PhD	
  advisor.	
  Each	
  presentation	
  should	
  cover	
  up	
  to	
  two	
  
papers	
  (on	
  the	
  same	
  topic)	
  and	
  should	
  be	
  very	
  detailed.	
  The	
  presenter	
  should	
  comment	
  on	
  the	
  problems	
  studied,	
  technical	
  
contributions	
  and	
  limitations,	
  and	
  presentation	
  styles	
  of	
  the	
  paper(s).	
  Students	
  who	
  do	
  not	
  present	
  should	
  read	
  the	
  paper(s)	
  
carefully	
  and	
  prepare	
  3-­‐5	
  questions	
  before	
  each	
  presentation.	
  
	
  
TERM	
  PROJECT	
  	
  
Each	
  student	
  will	
  work	
  on	
  a	
  small	
  research	
  project	
  during	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  the	
  semester.	
  The	
  project	
  should	
  center	
  on	
  a	
  well-­‐
defined	
  problem	
  in	
  your	
  research	
  area.	
  You	
  will	
  develop	
  the	
  project	
  through	
  close	
  interactions	
  with	
  the	
  instructor	
  and	
  your	
  
peers,	
  and	
  write	
  a	
  paper	
  that	
  has	
  all	
  the	
  sections	
  of	
  a	
  typical	
  research	
  paper	
  including	
  some	
  preliminary	
  results.	
  
	
  
ATTENDANCE	
  POLICY 
Students	
  are	
  required	
  to	
  attend	
  all	
  classes	
  unless	
  they	
  are	
  ill	
  or	
  prevented	
  from	
  attending	
  by	
  exceptional	
  circumstances.	
  
Students	
  are	
  responsible	
  for	
  notifying	
  instructors	
  about	
  absences	
  that	
  result	
  from	
  serious	
  illnesses,	
  injuries,	
  or	
  critical	
  personal	
  
problems.	
   
	
  
GRADING	
  POLICY 

• Class	
  Participation	
  -­‐	
  30%	
  
• Paper	
  Reading	
  and	
  Presentation	
  –	
  30%	
  
• Term	
  Project	
  –	
  40%	
  

All	
  grades	
  will	
  be	
  posted	
  on	
  Canvas.	
  The	
  weighted	
  average	
  will	
  determine	
  your	
  letter	
  grade	
  roughly	
  as	
  follows:	
  
A	
  >=	
  90%;	
  B	
  >=	
  80%;	
  C	
  >=	
  70%;	
  D	
  >=	
  60%;	
  F	
  <	
  60%.	
  
 
CODE	
  OF	
  ACADEMIC	
  CONDUCT	
   
The	
  Code	
  of	
  Academic	
  Conduct	
  applies	
  to	
  all	
  students,	
  full-­‐time,	
  and	
  part-­‐time,	
  in	
  Tulane	
  University.	
  Tulane	
  University	
  expects	
  
and	
  requires	
  behavior	
  compatible	
  with	
  its	
  high	
  standards	
  of	
  scholarship.	
  By	
  accepting	
  admission	
  to	
  the	
  university,	
  a	
  student	
  



 

	
   	
   

accepts	
  its	
  regulations	
  (i.e.	
  Code	
  of	
  Academic	
  Conduct,	
  Code	
  of	
  Student	
  Conduct)	
  and	
  acknowledges	
  the	
  right	
  of	
  the	
  university	
  
to	
  take	
  disciplinary	
  action,	
  including	
  suspension	
  or	
  expulsion,	
  for	
  conduct	
  judged	
  unsatisfactory	
  or	
  disruptive.	
  	
  
	
  	
   
TITLE	
  IX	
   
Tulane	
  University	
   recognizes	
   the	
   inherent	
   dignity	
   of	
   all	
   individuals	
   and	
   promotes	
   respect	
   for	
   all	
   people.	
   As	
   such,	
   Tulane	
   is	
  
committed	
  to	
  providing	
  an	
  environment	
  free	
  of	
  all	
  forms	
  of	
  discrimination	
  including	
  sexual	
  and	
  gender-­‐based	
  discrimination,	
  
harassment,	
   and	
   violence	
   like	
   sexual	
   assault,	
   intimate	
   partner	
   violence,	
   and	
   stalking.	
   If	
   you	
   (or	
   someone	
   you	
   know)	
   has	
  
experienced	
  or	
   is	
  experiencing	
  these	
  types	
  of	
  behaviors,	
  know	
  that	
  you	
  are	
  not	
  alone.	
  Resources	
  and	
  support	
  are	
  available:	
  
you	
   can	
   learn	
   more	
   at	
  titleix.tulane.edu.	
   	
  Any	
   and	
   all	
   of	
   your	
   communications	
   on	
   these	
   matters	
   will	
   be	
   treated	
   as	
   either	
  
“Confidential”	
  or	
  “Private”	
  as	
  explained	
  in	
  the	
  chart	
  below.	
  Please	
  know	
  that	
  if	
  you	
  choose	
  to	
  confide	
  in	
  me	
  I	
  am	
  mandated	
  by	
  
the	
  university	
  to	
  report	
  to	
  the	
  Title	
  IX	
  Coordinator,	
  as	
  Tulane	
  and	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  sure	
  you	
  are	
  connected	
  with	
  all	
  the	
  support	
  the	
  
university	
   can	
  offer.	
  You	
  do	
  not	
  need	
   to	
   respond	
   to	
  outreach	
   from	
  the	
  university	
   if	
   you	
  do	
  not	
  want.	
  You	
  can	
  also	
  make	
  a	
  
report	
  yourself,	
  including	
  an	
  anonymous	
  report,	
  through	
  the	
  form	
  at	
  tulane.edu/concerns.	
  
	
  
Confidential	
   Private	
  
Except	
  in	
  extreme	
  circumstances,	
  involving	
  
imminent	
  danger	
  to	
  one’s	
  self	
  or	
  others,	
  nothing	
  will	
  
be	
  shared	
  without	
  your	
  explicit	
  permission.	
  

Conversations	
  are	
  kept	
  as	
  confidential	
  as	
  possible,	
  
but	
  information	
  is	
  shared	
  with	
  key	
  staff	
  members	
  so	
  
the	
  University	
  can	
  offer	
  resources	
  and	
  
accommodations	
  and	
  take	
  action	
  if	
  necessary	
  for	
  
safety	
  reasons.	
  

Counseling	
  and	
  Psychological	
  Services	
  (CAPS)	
  |	
  
(504)	
  314-­‐2277	
  or	
  The	
  Line	
  (24/7)	
  |	
  (504)	
  264-­‐6074	
  

Case	
  Management	
  and	
  Victim	
  Support	
  Services	
  |	
  
(504)	
  314-­‐2160	
  or	
  srss@tulane.edu	
  

Student	
  Health	
  Center	
  |	
  (504)	
  865-­‐5255	
   Tulane	
  University	
  Police	
  (TUPD)	
  |	
  Uptown	
  -­‐	
  (504)	
  
865-­‐5911.	
  Downtown	
  –	
  (504)	
  988-­‐5531	
  

Sexual	
  Aggression	
  Peer	
  Hotline	
  and	
  Education	
  
(SAPHE)	
  |	
  (504)	
  654-­‐9543	
  

Title	
  IX	
  Coordinator	
  |	
  (504)	
  314-­‐2160	
  or	
  
msmith76@tulane.edu	
  

 
 


